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Chapter 1: The Kingdom Has Come
 
Matthew 12:28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.
For many American Christians, the dominant view of the future has been overwhelmingly pessimistic. From popular books and songs to sermons and children's curriculum, a gloomy eschatology has shaped not only what many believe about the end of history, but how they interpret the present. In this opening chapter, I want to examine that view, explain its cultural pervasiveness, and offer a hopeful alternative rooted in the kingdom of Christ.
A Common Assumption: The Future is Bleak
Statistically, most evangelical Christians in America believe that society will deteriorate over time. They anticipate an increase in wars, plagues, natural disasters, false teaching, and widespread apostasy within the church. Eventually, they expect a singular global ruler—the Antichrist—to arise, leading to a one-world government, religion, and economy. Under his rule, a seven-year period called the "Great Tribulation" will commence, involving global persecution, martyrdom, and divine judgment.
Preceding this tribulation (depending on the variation), Christians believe they will be secretly "raptured" from the earth to escape the coming horrors. What follows is Jesus' second coming to establish a literal thousand-year earthly reign from Jerusalem, restoring Old Testament temple sacrifices and fulfilling national promises to Israel.
This system of belief—popularized in the 20th century by the Scofield Reference Bible, radio preachers, and books like Left Behind—became so pervasive that few questioned it. For many, it was simply the air they breathed.
Personal Reflections
As someone raised in this theological environment, I can testify to its emotional power. As a child, I was haunted by dreams of being left behind. I would see my friends float into heaven while I remained, alone and terrified. Once, at a Boy Scout camp, I mistook a loud siren for the trumpet of God—and feared I had missed the rapture.
Though humorous in hindsight, these experiences illustrate the deeply embedded worldview that assumes the future is dark. Even today, many who have rejected the details of dispensational eschatology still retain this pessimistic outlook. They no longer speak of the Antichrist or the rapture, but they still assume things will get worse—not better.
A Better Vision: The Kingdom Has Come
Let us consider a radically different view of the future—one rooted in the proclamation of Jesus Himself.
Matthew 12:28 declares: "If it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you." Jesus had just healed a man oppressed by demons. The Pharisees accused Him of acting by Satan's power. But Jesus refuted their logic. A house divided cannot stand. Satan is not casting out Satan. Instead, Jesus reveals a truth: the kingdom of God had arrived.
This is not a kingdom we are waiting for. It has already come. Jesus, the second Adam, came to do what the first Adam failed to do: to establish God's reign over all creation. He conquered sin at the cross, defeated death at the tomb, and broke Satan's dominion over the nations.
The Strong Man is Bound
Jesus likens Satan to a "strong man" guarding his house (Matthew 12:29). But Christ has entered that house, bound the strong man, and is now plundering his goods—rescuing souls from bondage through the gospel. He rules now from the right hand of the Father, during His heavenly session, sending forth His Spirit and His church into the world to disciple the nations.
The Kingdom is Growing
The parables of Matthew 13 reinforce this: the kingdom is like a mustard seed that grows into a great tree. It is like leaven that eventually permeates the whole lump. God's kingdom starts small, but it grows in breadth and depth. Daniel prophesied a rock from heaven that would shatter worldly empires and grow into a mountain that fills the whole earth (Daniel 2:35).
Habakkuk 2:14 promises: "The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea." This is not a localized or marginal influence. It is global. Total. And this is the direction of redemptive history.
A Historical Perspective
Since Christ’s resurrection, we have witnessed dramatic transformation in the world. Life expectancy has increased. Slavery has been abolished in much of the world. Education, healthcare, science, and human rights have all been profoundly shaped by the leavening influence of the gospel. Christianity is the largest and most global religion in history.
No, the world is not perfect. There are weeds among the wheat. But the wheat is growing. The kingdom is advancing.
Christ is King Now
Jesus is not on the sidelines of history. He is not waiting to be "tagged in." He is on the throne now. Revelation 3:21declares that Christ is seated with His Father. Hebrews 10:12-13 tells us He waits until His enemies are made a footstool for His feet. 1 Corinthians 15:25 says, "He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet." He reigns now—and will continue reigning until even death is defeated.
The Future Is Bright
This is why I believe the future is bright—not because I am naïvely optimistic, but because I am biblically hopeful. I see Christ reigning. I see His Spirit active. I see the gospel transforming lives, families, and nations.
No, every day is not easy. We still endure tribulation and trials. But long-term? The trajectory of history? I believe it's headed toward victory. Not because of human progress, but because of Christ's power.
If Christ is on the throne—and He is—then we have every reason to hope. If His kingdom has come—and it has—then we must live and labor with joyful expectation. The future is not dark. It is not hopeless. The future is bright.  Wouldn’t that be nice? Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the promises of Christ were not only true—but coming to pass even now?  They are. And that changes everything.
.
 

Chapter 2
Binding the Strong Man: Hope for a Bright Future
 
The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of a confrontation—one that reverberates through time and shapes the meaning of history. Jesus encounters a demon-oppressed man, heals him, and provokes a thunderous theological question: Can this be the Son of David? (Matt. 12:23). But the Pharisees respond with hostility and accusation, attributing His power to Beelzebub, the prince of demons. Jesus replies with unshakeable logic and cosmic significance: “If it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” (v. 28).
A Kingdom Has Come
This is no future promise. It is a declaration of present reality. The kingdom is not awaiting its cue backstage, nor is it solely a heavenly reality detached from the affairs of earth. No, the kingdom came 2,000 years ago when Christ came to earth. Jesus—the God-man—rules from His throne at the right hand of the Father. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him. And He will rule until every enemy is put under His feet (1 Cor. 15:25). The last enemy to be defeated is death itself.
The kingdom is not static. Like the mustard seed planted in the soil of history, it grows. Like leaven hidden in a lump of dough, it works gradually but certainly. It does not shrink in the face of paganism. It does not remain a remnant. It grows. It leavens the world.
The Knowledge of the Lord Will Fill the Earth
The prophet Habakkuk described the future with astonishing clarity: “The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). Not puddles here and there. Not isolated revivals. Not tiny enclaves of faith. But saturation—like water covering the sea itself. This vision is not reserved for heaven or a distant millennium. It is for now. The mustard seed is becoming a tree. The leaven is rising. The earth is being filled.
Binding the Strong Man
Jesus continues in Matthew 12:29: “Or how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house.”
Who is the strong man? It is Satan. The household is the world. The goods to be plundered are the nations and the people under Satan’s dominion. And who is the plunderer, the thief in this parable? Shockingly, it is Jesus.
Now, is it always wrong to steal? Of course—generally. But Jesus is no ordinary man. This is war. In war, soldiers seize enemy weapons. In sports, players “steal” balls to win. In this cosmic war, Jesus enters the strong man’s house, binds him, and plunders what is rightfully His.
War and Victory
The Bible confirms the binding of Satan elsewhere:
* Revelation 20:1–3 – “He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years… so that he might not deceive the nations any longer.”
* Luke 11:21–22 – “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him… he divides his spoil.”
* Colossians 2:15 – “He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.”
* Hebrews 2:14 – “…that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil.”
Satan is not merely weakened; he is bound, disarmed, and shamed. Christ has overcome him—not in theory, not at some future date, but at Calvary and through His resurrection and ascension. The time to storm the gates has come.
The Gates of Hell Shall Not Prevail
Christ did not speak aimlessly when He said: “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).
Gates are defensive structures. No one fights with a gate. Jesus is not saying that the church is on the run. No, the church is on the offensive, breaking into the strong man's fortress to gather his assembly, the Church. 
The Great Commission and the Great Catch
Jesus commissions His disciples in Matthew 28:19 to go into all the nations. He has the authority. The nations are His inheritance (Ps. 2:8). He is not calling us to a hopeless mission, but to a triumphant one.
Recall the miraculous catch in the Gospels. The disciples fished all night and caught nothing. Jesus tells them to try again, and suddenly the nets are breaking. That miracle was a sign: “I will make you fishers of men.” Your catch will be great! And indeed, from twelve men came the largest movement in human history.— and still growing. 
Prophecies of a Global Reign
* Zechariah 8:20–23 foresees multitudes from many nations grasping the robe of one believer, saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.”
* Malachi 1:11 proclaims: “From the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations.”
This is the Old Testament vision of the Messiah’s reign: global, visible, and victorious. Not only spiritual. Not only internal. Not only heavenly. But cosmic and total.
The Promise Extends to the Nations
At Pentecost, Peter declared, “This promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far off” (Acts 2:39). “Far off” meant the Gentile nations. And indeed, the book of Acts chronicles the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. Paul preaches in Rome. The gospel spreads. Empires fall. Churches rise. And here we are—testifying in Breaux Bridge, Louisiana and beyond.
And yet, we doubt.
We sip our tea and lament the news, forgetting that we have more power in our pocket (a smartphone) than the first century church could even imagine. We can preach to Uzbekistan from our porch. And still we think the devil is winning?
A Concluding Exhortation
The future is not grim. The future is bright.
No, we don’t have all the details. No, the price of eggs may not drop tomorrow. Elections may disappoint. Afflictions will come. But long-term, Christ wins. The church wins.
Let us live, preach, and pray like we believe that.
“Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end.”
—Isaiah 9:7
 

Chapter 3
A Christian Philosophy of History
 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness…” 2 Timothy 3:16
Now let us turn our attention to the philosophy of history—a subject rarely addressed from a Christian perspective, yet one that touches nearly every aspect of our life and worldview. As we have seen, the kingdom has come. Jesus Christ reigns from heaven. The devil has been bound, though not yet cast into the lake of fire. He still prowls, but his deceptions are limited. We concluded in earlier chapters that the future is indeed bright because of these realities. Today, I want to ask a simple question:
Why should we concern ourselves with studying the future?  
The Profit of All Scripture
Paul writes to Timothy that all Scripture is profitable—for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16–17). This includes the parts of the Bible that deal with time, providence, and history. If we ignore any portion of God's Word, our lives will be negatively impacted.
A biblical view of sexuality, parenting, economics, and governance all derive their power from Scripture. And so does our view of time. If we adopt worldly assumptions—like the denial of consequences for sin or the celebration of sexual immorality—we will stumble into ruin. The same holds true if we adopt a secular view of time and history. We must recognize that every false philosophy has real-world consequences.
The Marshmallow Test of Eschatology
Imagine offering to a child a single marshmallow and granting him permission to eat it whenever he would like. But, there is a caveat: if he waits one hour he will receives an additional marshmallow.  If he waits two hours he will have a total of three marshmallows and so on - another marshmallow for every hour of patience.  If he consumes it all then thats it. But if he thinks beyond the end of his nose, he could enjoy great marshmallow wealth.  He begins to consider the future and his strategy for the future.   But, then after 15 minutes the tell the child that the game can end at any minute.  There is no future goal that the game is headed toward. Its simply going to end at any moment. What will that child then do? He will eat the marshmallow and go home.  In the same way, a bleak or uncertain view of the future shapes our investments, parenting, building quality, and even family planning. If you believe the end is imminent, you won’t build with bricks. You'll settle for vinyl siding.  You wont save or invest capitol in the future, you will be tempted to consume it all now while it lasts. 
Your view of time affects how you live. As a young man I believed Jesus was returning any minute, I believed his return was imminent because of the railings of preachers and the fear mongering in the nightly news.  I liquidated my savings and bought a car. That was a marshmallow test failure. I saw no reason to delay gratification or build anything that would last.  As a result I then had no savings and no investments for the future. The ant saves for the winter but I did not think winter was coming. The rapture would get here first. 
 
You Have a Philosophy of History—Like It or Not
Most people never study philosophy of history formally. But everyone absorbs philosophy regardless. We catch them from teachers, movies, and cultural norms.
Let’s review a few examples:
* Evolutionary Philosophy: No defined beginning or end; life progresses randomly.
* Marxist Philosophy: History is class struggle; salvation comes through revolution and the state.
* Chaos Theory: Any small event can create wildly unpredictable outcomes—history is fragile and random.
* Process Theology: God is reacting to time alongside us rather than sovereignly ordaining the end from the beginning.
* Epicureanism: Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die. No heaven, no hell, no inheritance for children.
We also see cyclical views of history in many pagan cultures. Native American tribes who burned their settlements upon leaving reveal a view of time as a circle, not a line. They had no vision for generational legacy. You see the same view in Aristotle, The Lion King, and The Matrix. We must ask: do we believe in a wheel of time or a line of redemption?
Building with Legacy in Mind
On a practical level, we make decisions based on our philosophy of history. My son and a friend once inscribed Scripture and blessings onto the studs of a home we were remodeling—leaving a legacy not just in wood and nails, but in truth. That’s a Christian view of history. You build for your grandchildren, not just for the moment.
We chose higher-quality materials even though it cost more—why? Because we expect to be here a while. Because we believe God is doing something through generations. Because we want our grandchildren to start higher than we started.
What Kind of History Does the Bible Teach?
Let’s build a biblical framework of history with four points: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Consummation—C-F-R-C.
Creation
“In the beginning, God created…” (Genesis 1:1). Time had a start. The universe had a beginning. It wasn’t random. It wasn’t cyclical. It came from a personal, powerful, and purposeful God.
Fall
Genesis 3 recounts a historical fall. Adam sinned, and humanity was condemned. The curse entered the world. Thorns grew. Pain came. Death began. This is not a myth. It is history with consequences.
Redemption
Genesis 3:15 offers the first gospel promise: a seed of the woman would crush the serpent’s head. Throughout Scripture, redemption unfolds—culminating in Jesus Christ. “Through him to reconcile all things… making peace by the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20). Redemption is ongoing. The kingdom is growing. Christ reigns now.
Consummation
There is an end to history. One day, Christ will return. The dead will rise. The curse will be lifted. Death will be no more (John 5:28–29). We await the full consummation, the final judgment, and the restoration of all things.
God’s Guarantee for History
Let us conclude with a bold declaration from the Lord Himself:
Isaiah 46:9–10 “I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning… saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.’”
That is the motto for Christian history. God will accomplish all His purpose. Not some of it. Not a fraction. All of it.
The Future Is Bright
So where do you stand? Is your philosophy of history rooted in CNN and YouTube? Or is it rooted in the God-breathed Scriptures? You’re going to build either way—so build on truth. Build on the promises of God.
The meek shall inherit the earth. The righteous shall eat the fruit of their labors. The wealth of the wicked is laid up for the just. The future is not bleak. The future is bright—because Jesus is on the throne.
 

Chapter 4
The Great Commission and the Bright Future
 
Matthew 28:16–20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him, they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
We come now to one of the most familiar and foundational passages in all of Scripture—the Great Commission. This command, given by Jesus before His ascension, has echoed through the centuries, shaping the church's mission and self-understanding.
But as we continue our series, The Future Is Bright, we must ask: have we fully understood the magnitude of this commission? Or has it, in some quarters, been diminished and truncated? My aim in this chapter is simple: to restore the Great Commission to its proper place as a global, transformative mandate—not merely to evangelize individuals, but to disciple and baptize nations under the authority of King Jesus.
The Great Commission: Not the First, but the Great
First, a clarification. It’s often misunderstood that the Great Commission is called “great” because it is the first or primary task of the Christian. But that is not so. Jesus was once asked the greatest commandment, and His answer was clear: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). The first command is to love God; the second, to love our neighbor. These are foundational.
The Great Commission is not great because it’s first. It’s great because it’s vast—huge, even. It is a monumental task: the Christianization of the world. It’s not simply a matter of personal piety or spiritual comfort. It is a kingdom-expanding, culture-transforming mission that requires divine power. That’s why Jesus reassures us: “Behold, I am with you always.”
Misunderstanding the Mission
The modern church has often reduced the Great Commission to a personal call to evangelism. The phrase “preach the gospel” is taken as the summary of our task, often detached from its covenantal, cultural, and national dimensions.
But notice: the passage doesn’t even mention preaching. Instead, it calls us to make disciples, baptize nations, and teach them to obey all that Christ commanded. Evangelism is part of that, certainly. One must believe before being baptized. But the scope is far greater. The Commission is not merely to hand out tracts or whisper truths—it is to disciple the nations.
This truncated view of the Commission has led to confusion. Some say the church should avoid social justice or political involvement, focusing only on “spiritual” tasks. But Jesus calls us to disciple nations, which includes laws, education, institutions, family structures—every realm of life brought into joyful submission to Christ.
Consider a ministry I once participated in. Its mission was to give clean water to the thirsty—a biblical and Christlike act. Yet, there was a hesitancy. “Are we really preaching the gospel?” they wondered. So, they printed John 3:16 on the water bottles. Why the unease? Because of a false dichotomy: either preach or do good—but not both. This confusion is not biblical.
The Great Commission is holistic. It calls for the transformation of nations, not just conversion of souls. It is a call to establish justice, truth, and righteousness in every sphere of human life.
Christianizing the Nations
So, what is the true task? Go therefore and make disciples of all nations—literally, the ethnoi—ethnic groups, tribes, tongues. Not just individuals, but peoples.
The Apostle Matthew is believed to have taken this commission to Ethiopia, where, with the Ethiopian eunuch and Queen Candace, he baptized and discipled that nation. Ethiopia remains one of the earliest Christian nations.
This pattern continues throughout church history. Malta, through Paul’s ministry, became Christianized. Europe in the Middle Ages saw kings like Alfred the Great legislate according to Scripture. Africa today, once thought of as a spiritual wilderness, is becoming a stronghold of Christianity.
Jesus’ vision is not limited. Philippians 2 tells us that at the name of Jesus, every knee will bow—in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. Daniel 7 gives us the heavenly vision: the Son of Man receives a kingdom so that all peoples, nations, and languages might serve Him. Revelation 21 depicts the New Jerusalem, where the nations walk in its light and the kings bring their glory into it.
These are not pictures of heaven. They are images of the world transformed under the reign of Christ.
All Authority: A Post-Cross Reality
Jesus begins the Great Commission with this powerful claim: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” This is not a vague theological truth—it is a historical shift.
Before Christ’s ascension, the Gentile nations were handed over to corrupt spiritual powers (Deuteronomy 32:8). Israel alone was governed directly by God. But at the cross, Jesus disarmed those powers. He bound the strong man. He took authority not only over heaven but over the earth. Now, He reigns.
This is why the early church boldly proclaimed: Jesus is Lord. Not Caesar. Not Nero. And that’s why they were persecuted.
It is crucial to understand: the turning point in human history is not Christ’s second coming—it is His first. The resurrection and ascension marked the enthronement of Jesus as King of kings. From that moment, the mission of the church is clear: go to the nations, baptize them, and teach them to obey the King.
A Glorious Future
This is why we say, “The future is bright.” Not because the world will fix itself, but because Christ is reigning. He is strong. He is persuasive. He is determined to bring all things under His feet.
Isaiah 2 envisions the nations streaming to Zion to learn the law of the Lord. Revelation 21 pictures the nations entering the gates of the heavenly city. Genesis 49 promises that to Christ will be the obedience of the peoples. And Proverbs reminds us: Righteousness exalts a nation.
This exaltation is not merely spiritual. Deuteronomy describes it in physical terms: peace, prosperity, fertility, national security, health, and economic strength. These are covenant blessings for nations that submit to the rule of Christ.
Have we seen glimmers of this? Yes. The early American experiment, founded by Christians and shaped by biblical law, bore much fruit. But we have forgotten God, and so we see decline. The good news is that repentance and reformation are always possible.
Conclusion: Swords into Plowshares
Isaiah 2:4 says, “He shall judge between the nations… they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.” Under Christ’s reign, the nations learn peace. They stop preparing for war. They cultivate bread and wine—symbols of life, abundance, and communion.
This is not a vision of heaven. It is a vision of history. A slow, steady conquest of grace. A world made new—not by the sword, but by the Word.
Yes, the task is huge. But so is our God. And He is with us.

Chapter 5
Riches for the World: A Positive Vision of the Future
 
So far we have worked through a simple, systematic overview of what the Bible says about the long-term future—not just our immediate circumstances or local trends, but the big picture of the world and of human society. My hope has been that this book has not only given you some theological meat to chew on, but that it has reshaped your outlook and reformed your behavior in every area of life. That’s why eschatology matters—it changes how we live.
In this final message, I want to highlight three major errors that have plagued the church’s vision of the future: date-setting, apocalypticism, and inevitable apostasy. These errors, often assumed rather than taught, shape how Christians think about life, culture, institutions, and hope. But if we let Scripture—not our eyes or our emotions—form our vision of the future, we will find that the Bible offers something far more hopeful: riches for the world.
The Error of Date-Setting
The first problem is date-setting. Christians have been making predictions about the end of the world for over two thousand years—and getting it wrong every time. Perhaps the most infamous example in our lifetime was the book 88 Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be in 1988. It sold 4.5 million copies and was mailed free to over 300,000 pastors. The author even claimed that if he was wrong, the Bible was wrong—an audacious and ultimately foolish claim. When his prediction failed, he revised it for 1989, then again for 1993. Each time, he was wrong.
But this isn’t a modern phenomenon. In AD 365, Christians were predicting the return of Christ. In AD 500, someone calculated the end of the world based on the dimensions of the Ark of the Covenant. In AD 847, a man who wrongly predicted the apocalypse was publicly flogged. Then came AD 1000. Then Y2K. And still today, the cycle continues.
The Spirit of Apocalypticism
Closely tied to date-setting is the deeper error of apocalypticism—the belief that the end of the world is always just around the corner. This outlook is present in every major religion: Islam, Judaism, Christianity, even Zoroastrianism. In its extreme form, it manifests in cults like the Branch Davidians in Waco or the Heaven’s Gate group who wore matching tennis shoes and committed mass suicide in anticipation of a spaceship hiding behind a comet.
But apocalypticism isn’t always fanatical. In America, it often acts like a sedative—quietly lulling believers into a kind of short-term, disengaged lifestyle. If the end is near, why save for the future? Why build institutions? Why start Christian schools or invest in long-term discipleship? Why fight for multi-generational faithfulness?
This mindset can even infiltrate the church. Christians begin to treat church like hummingbirds at a feeder—visiting only while it suits them, never thinking about laying a foundation for their children and grandchildren. But the gospel is not just a rescue plan for individuals—it’s a plan to redeem the nations.
The Myth of Inevitable Apostasy
The third error is the belief that everything good is destined to fall apart. Start a Christian school? It’ll eventually go liberal. Raise godly kids? They'll leave the faith. Build a Christian institution? It’s doomed to fail. This belief in inevitable apostasy is not biblical. It’s defeatist.
To be clear, many churches have failed to keep their children. That’s true. But is it inevitable? No. Not if we believe in the power of the gospel and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit. The problem isn’t that Christ’s church is weak—it’s that our thinking has been infected with pessimism.
If we begin to trust God's Word over our circumstances, we can reverse this. Think of Joseph in the pit. What if he had interpreted his life’s trajectory from that vantage point? What if Abraham had assessed God’s promises by the condition of Sarah’s womb? What if Israel had judged the Promised Land by the size of the giants rather than the promise of God?
The Vision of Romans 11
So, what does Scripture say about the future? Let’s look at Romans 11, beginning in verse 11. Paul asks, “Did Israel stumble in order that they might fall?” In other words, is God done with Israel? His answer: “By no means.”
Ethnic Israel rejected the Messiah, and as a result, salvation has come to the Gentiles—but not as a final replacement. Paul envisions a future where the salvation of the Gentiles provokes Israel to jealousy, leading to her inclusion once again.
Romans 11:12
Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean?
Riches. Inclusion. Reconciliation. Paul does not see doom and gloom. He sees fullness, blessing, and salvation. He sees a future where both Jews and Gentiles are swept into the kingdom.
Romans 11:15
For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?
Paul’s vision is not narrow. He speaks of the reconciliation of the world. This is nothing short of the global, multi-ethnic spread of the gospel resulting in worldwide regeneration. A reversal of Babel. A fulfillment of the promise to Abraham: that all nations would be blessed through him.
The Blessings of Abraham
Galatians 3:13-14 tells us:
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law … so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles.
What is the blessing of Abraham? That God will be our God and the God of our children. That He will bless us and prosper us. Deuteronomy 28 describes the specifics: national security, economic strength, agricultural prosperity, generational continuity. These are covenant blessings—not automatic or deserved, but flowing from faith and obedience.
Some Christians argue that these blessings are “just spiritual.” But that’s not what Scripture teaches. Righteousness exalts a nation (Proverbs 14:34). Obedience leads to prosperity (Deuteronomy 29:9). Honoring father and mother leads to long life (Ephesians 6:2). Spiritual blessings are not divorced from physical blessings—they’re deeply connected.
Provoking to Jealousy
When Gentile nations walk in obedience, the blessings of Abraham follow. And one day, ethnic Israel will see this and say, “Wait—that’s ours!” They will be provoked to jealousy and come back to their Messiah.
This vision extends to all nations. Isaiah 60 and 66, Psalm 72, and Acts 2 all speak of the global scope of the kingdom. Midian, Sheba, Tarshish, Cush, Egypt, Assyria—the nations will come streaming to Zion. This is the mission of the church.
Conclusion: Our Role in the Bright Future
So what do we do now?
We work. We pray. We save and invest. We build schools, churches, and institutions for the next generation and the next after that. We preach the gospel in Acadiana and to the ends of the earth. We do so with confidence—because the future is bright.
Acts 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
We were born for such a time as this. Let us be faithful in our time.

Appendix
Already, But Not Yet: A Biblical Framework for a Bright Future
 
This chapter serves as an appendix to this book, aiming to explore the biblical basis for this idea and contrast its implications within different eschatological frameworks.
The Grammar of Glory: Past, Present, and Future
The phrase “already, but not yet” refers to the reality that Christ’s kingdom has been inaugurated, but not yet consummated. The victory has been won, but the full application of that victory unfolds progressively. We begin with Revelation 1:1–3, where John writes:
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place... for the time is near.
This language is unmistakable. The book of Revelation primarily reveals what was imminent in the first century. Much of its fulfillment has already occurred.
Further clarity comes in Revelation 1:19: Write, therefore, the things that you have seen (past), those that are (present), and those that are to take place after this (future).
This grammatical structure—past, present, and future—is fundamental to understanding prophecy. Revelation 1:4 further underscores it:
Grace to you and peace from him who is, and who was, and who is to come.
Even here, grammar becomes theology. We are introduced to a Savior who is both eternally present and engaged in time.
The Crowned Christ: Now Ruling
Revelation 1:5 declares Jesus to be: The ruler of the kings on earth. When did this enthronement occur? At the ascension. Jesus is already King. Yet, this present reign appears to contradict personal experience. Dictators ignore Christ. Wicked rulers flourish. Is he really King?
Yes—already, he reigns. But not yet do we see all things visibly under his feet.
Prophetic Harmony: Isaiah and the Psalms
This tension surfaces again in Isaiah 2 and Psalm 2. In Psalm 2, the nations rage against the Lord and His Anointed. In Isaiah 2, those same nations stream to the mountain of the Lord. Are the prophets contradicting each other?
Not at all. They're painting different moments in the same story. The raging of nations is real. So is their eventual conversion. These are not contradictions, but sequential realities. The kingdom has come. But its total effect is still unfolding.
Revelation and the New Jerusalem
Revelation 21 introduces the consummation of this progression: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth... and I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.
Is this present reality or future fulfillment? It is both. Paul tells us we are already citizens of the New Jerusalem (Gal. 4:26), and yet John sees it descending from heaven, still coming.
There is no temple in the city, for the Lord Himself is the temple (Rev. 21:22). There is no sun or moon, for the Lamb is its light (v. 23). And by that light:
The nations will walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.
This is not a picture of a tiny remnant hiding from the dark, but of global transformation. It is not just a trickle of converts—it is the Christianization of the nations.
Bread, Wine, and the Fruit of Peace
Isaiah tells us that in the Messianic age, weapons will be turned into plows and pruning hooks—tools for agriculture, peace, and abundance. Pruning hooks yield wine. Plows yield bread. The imagery is Eucharistic. This is a world reconciled to God, overflowing with prosperity and joy.
Yet, we do not fully experience that reality. Tears remain. Death still stings. But the promises of Revelation 21 assure us: the day is coming when God will wipe away every tear. We live in a time between the times, anchored in the victory of the cross and awaiting the fullness of resurrection glory.
Legally Purchased, Gradually Possessed
The key to understanding the already/not yet is found in Israel’s conquest of Canaan. Did they legally own the land before crossing the Jordan? Yes. But they still had to take possession, step by step.
Likewise, Christ has legally secured all that is necessary—victory over sin, Satan, and death. But the church, in union with Him, must apply that victory in time and space. We must disinherit the giants and claim the land.
Wherever your foot shall tread, it shall be yours.
—Deuteronomy 11:24
But Israel failed to take the full land because they didn’t believe. Likewise, modern Christians often lack a positive eschatology. If we believe, we will tread further and win more.
The Three Views: Premillennialism, Amillennialism, Postmillennialism
Let’s survey the three major eschatological views:
1. Premillennialism
This view affirms that Jesus legally accomplished salvation, but argues that no application of this victory will occur until His return. The current age is viewed as a dark valley—a parenthesis between the mountains of the two comings. The church waits. The kings of the earth continue unchecked. The hope lies entirely in Christ’s return to impose the kingdom from above.
Premillennialism, then, often leans toward apocalypticism and cultural retreat. It teaches that Jesus is King, but not yet administrating His rule. This produces a melancholy hymnody and a privatized faith.
2. Amillennialism
Similar to premillennialism, this view affirms the "already" of the kingdom, but denies societal transformation in the "now." The blessings of the messianic age are experienced in heaven, not on earth. The second coming is again the point of visible transformation.
Some amillennialists claim to be "positive," believing in pockets of revival and local change. But this does not match the global vision of Scripture.
3. Postmillennialism
In contrast, postmillennialism affirms that the cross changed the trajectory of history. Christ is on the throne, the devil is bound, and the nations are His inheritance. The church is sent to disciple the nations, not hide from them.
When we pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” we expect real results. Not perfection, but progress. Not escapism, but engagement. We are not in the shadows. We are in the daylight.
This view produces songs of war and joy, not merely lament. It teaches that Christ reigns now, and through His Spirit and Word, He is bringing the nations into joyful submission.
The Between Time
All orthodox Christian eschatologies affirm the already and the not yet. The debate is about the nature of the time between. Is it bright or bleak? Victorious or defeated? Hopeful or hopeless?
The Future is Bright because Christ is reigning. His kingdom is growing. And though death and sin still linger, the church is advancing, discipling, and transforming the world one step at a time. We hold the title. Now, we must possess the land.
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